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PRAISE FOR FEVER PITCH

“Fever Pitch is the anatomy of an obsession, a knowing, 
bittersweet, and very funny autobiography in which the 

writer’s life is measured not in years but in seasons. I’ve read 
no better account of what being a fan really means.”

—P��� D����� 

“Hornby…comes closer to capturing the truths and 
absurdities of the obsessed sports fan’s mind than anyone 

else I have read.”
—T�� O�������

“[Hornby is] the best author of my generation.”
—S����� T����

F
or a man to chronicle his life in match reports may be a 
mark of his ingenuity. It is certainly a measure of his obses-
sion. Nick Hornby’s a�iction �rst took hold in 1968 when, 
as a sombre eleven-year-old, he saw Arsenal beat Stoke City 

(1-0 from a penalty rebound). From that �rst momentous a�er-
noon, and for the next twenty-four years, the swings and shi�s of 
his own life became inextricably linked with the changing fortunes 
of his team. �e blind faith of childhood, adolescent alienation, 
adult neuroses - all were played out on the terraces at Highbury. A 
brilliant blend of personal insight and reportage, Fever Pitch is not 
just about goals and rain and semi-�nal replays. It’s also about sub-
urbia, death, sex and ambition. It is the most memorable picture 
ever produced of what is to be a fan. Fellow su�erers, and those 
who have to live with them, will recognise the symptoms, no mat-
ter what the team, or what the obsession.
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